2. VOTE 2018

WOMEN VOTERS

SANTA FE COUNTY PRIMARY ELECTION

TUESDAY, JUNE 5, 2018

ABSENTEE VOTING: May 8 - June 2,2018 EARLY VOTING: May 19 - June 2,2018

CANDIDATES FOR JUDGE, FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Two judges were appointed to fill unexpired terms by the Govemor following recommendations by the Judicial Nominating Commission. If elected
in this election, they will serve for 6 vears. They must be at least 35 yearsof age, have at least six yearslegal practice, be a state resident for at least
three years, and be a district resident. Salary is $126,186.37.

The
League
asked:

2. |s the District Court
making sufficient use of
special ty courts such as drug
court and mental health

3. Does the Court have
adequate support staff,and if
not, what changes would you
propose?

1. What specific education
and experience qualify you
for this position?

4. In general, what factors
should be considered when
the court is deciding whether
or not to assign a defendant

court, and of alternative
disputeresolution? If not,
how would you increase use
of these specialty courts and
mediationfarbitration?

to pre-trial detention or
supervision?

CANDIDATES FOR JUDGE, FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT - DIVISION 1l

G regory 5 Shaffer (D)

Iz the current Judge. Division || hears
civil mses, and | have 20 years of civil
EXperience, as a litigator at a national
[z firrn and 2 public servant in ML
graduated from Penn Stateand HYL
lztwr zchool. The independent, bipartizn
Judicial Harinating Commission
evaluzted all the candidates for
Drivision | at varioustimes ontheir
ability, termpermment, et | am the

ohly candidate the Cormrission
recommended for district court judge.

ez, Divizion || makes sufficient use
of mediationfzettlement facilitation.
T he Court recently implemented a
mandatory mediation program for
hew residential foreclosure cases.

The goal iz to explore settlement -
including potertial home-myving loan
modification - before foreclosure
litigation startzin earnest. A Judge, |
alzorequire eatly mediation in most of
my other cases. Az it hears only civil
cmses, Division || does not uze the drug
and mental health courts ass ociated
withthe Court’s criminzl divizsions.

Highvamnoy mtesand employes
turnover have challenged the judiciary
for years. To consistently provide

the highest level of servicetothe
community, the cours need to focus
an filling vacant positionzand retaining
current tearn members, Legislative
funding for low-income legal services
iz alzo critically important, Low-
incorme citizens often find thermselves
unrepresented in civil lew-suit s,
Froviding therm with lawyers would both
increzse their access to justice and help
the courtzbe rore efficient.

Feople are rightly concerned about
pretrizl detention. Community sfety
affects us all. Divizion || does not
hear crimiral mzes, however, 20

thiz question iz not applicable to it
That sid, judges must order pretrizl
detention when it is proven that no
releaze conditions will reazonably
protect another person or the
community. Jur Supreme Court has
ruled that relevant factors to consider
include the defendant’s history of
unlzwful, dangerous conduct and
previous com pliance with release
conditions.

Donma M Bavacqua-Young (D)

| have had the pleasure of serving asa
Magiztrate Court judge in SantaFe
since December 2013, During the
course of mytenureaz ajudge, | have
presided over thousmnds of civil and
crirminal cases. | have alzo had the
unique opportunity to sitas 2 judge in
both Rio Artiba and Loz Alam os
counties. Learningtorecognizethe
needs of each county makesa
successful judge.

The specialty courts are utilized.

H oweesver, one or two judges supervize
the specialty courts As drug and
mettzal health issues are perasivein
our society, all judges should rotate
overseeing the spedialty courts, As
for alternative dispute resolution and
medition, those optionsare available.
H oweesver, it is unelear if the greater
community is sware of the programs.
Better acceszibility tothese programs
should be provided with links to
cormmunity and civic organizations.

Az with every Court, turnover izan
izsue as employees can earn mare
moneyin the private sector or at ather
governmental entities. Cross-training
emnployees inall divisions should be
utilized. College students should be
recruited for internships during the
surmmmer or during the school year, Mew
support staff could then be harvested
frarn the pool of college studert s who
were formerinterns.

There are significant factorsto consider
when evaluating pre-trial detention or
supervizion. Some of the factors are

11 past success of failure in previous
sUpervizory prograrms; 20 type of family
ar societal support, ; 33 types of crimes,
if arry, committed inthe past; 4) present
charges; 0 attitude tovards successful
completion; &6 dsubstance abuse issues
andfor mental health considermtions; T
flight risk and 2% dangerfthreat to the
GO LNty

Marh E 5anchez-Gagne {D)

Bornin SantaFe, | have dedicated my
22-year legal career 2z a public zerant
inthe District Attorney’s and Attorney
General’s Office and currently asa
Hearing BmminerfAlternative Dispute
Rezolution Officer with the State
Engineer. Similar to ajudge, | presideat
hearings, make rulingsand issue orders
imvolving com plexwater rights issues.

| herve alzo served as Director of the
Border Wiolence Divizion and helped
wirite M M Human Trafficking law.

Specialty Courts are critical tothe
District Court’s suocesz. While the
Adult Drug Court and Mental Health
Courts are serving clients at 85-00%3
CEPRCity; More resources cah alweys
be dedicated to these resources. More
in-patient treatment facilities would
avoid the 2-3 month waiting list. Az

a certified ADR officer, | am aware

of the benefits of alternative dispute
resolution. Mew civil ases filed should
beaszessed for ADH referml toinitiate
the process earlier.

A high rumber of vacancies exist due
to budget restrictions, 763 of new
cmses are civil e s with an increasing
nurnber of self-represerted |itigants.
Liilizing more resources to help self-
represented clients will speed up the
entire judicial process sothat litigants
dor't have towait solong for their
cases to be decided. The courts would
opetate mare efficiently by filling
wauant positions and law school internsf
externs should be utilized.

(13 the reture and circumstances

of the offense, including whether it
imvalves violence, alcohol or drugs;
(2 weight of theevidence; {23
histary and characteristics of the
defendant, including the defendant’s,
physical and mental condition, family
ties, ermploymmert, past and present
residences, community ties, history
relating to drug or alcohol abusze,
criminzl history, record concerning
appeamnce at cowrt proceedings;
andwhether the defendant was

on probation, parale, pending trial,
sentencing, or appeal.

Fertaining specifically to civil lze
educztion | obtained a2 Masterzin
Buziness Adrministration and | took
courses in lzw school peraining to

civil [z such as contract drafting
entertainment lzw and land usze. My
experience with civil law includes
entertainment lzwyg real estate, probate,
breach of cortract, estate, and security
exchange cazes | have alzo handled
civil mses asan Alternative Dispute
Rezolution Mediator for Firs Judicial
Dristrict Court for three years.

The Court rmakes sufficient uze of the
specialty courts. The Court uzes four
drug courts that curtailtothe needs

of the case and mental health court
recognizes and makes adjustments
tothe needs of the individual in the
czse. ADR is uzed efficientlyand iz
staffed with very well qualified and
expetienced attorneys. | wouldadd a
Weteran's Specialty Court added that iz
able to deal with the unique struggles of
WELEFRNE.

The Court currenthy operatesat a
sufficiert level but there is alwaysa
need for more clerks to process the
paperwork sothat judgesand litigants
are not waiting for paperwoark. E-filing
hzs helped the process but withan
increazing case-load in the Cour,
there will bea need for more staff to
meet this increase. | would get more
training for current staff toimprove the
efficiency of production.

Fule £-401 states: the type of offense
charged {(violentfalcohaolfdrug related,
drug historyy, weight of evidence,
criminzl history and characteristics
rcharacter, physical, mental condition,
familyfcommunity ties, employment,
all residences, length of residency,
past conduct)y, and previousfailure

to appears, will defendant appear

for pending eaze and during current
offense, wasthe defendant on any type
of release pending trial, sentencing,

of appeal for any crime, danger by the
defendant’s relezase and will defendant
corm it another crirme.

FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT - DIVISION V
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Jason CLidyard (D)

Aza Deputy District Attorneyin

Rio Arriba, Loz Alamos and Santa

Fe County for the last seven years, |

hot only possess the courtroom and
litigation skillz to zit 2: 2 trial judge
presiding over the criminal azes of this
Dristrict but alsothe experience working
on zocietal izsues, suchaz zexual
azsault, domestic violensce, child abuse,
aleohol and drug addiction, and mental
health, to preside as a faip considerate,
and compassionate judge.

Az the sitting District ludge for
Drivizion §, | arm responzible for the
Espanalz Adult and Juvenile Drug
Court Programs. These prograrmsare
consistently operating at masirnurm
partidpant pacity. As an effective
alternative to incarceration for persons
tangled inthe criminal justice system
dugtosubstance use or misuse these
specialty court programs need greater
funding to increase staff and resources
andto expand participant cpadity.

Inlight of the recent amendment tothe
bail provizsions of the New Mexico Con-
stitution, many criminal defendants
are released prior toadjudication of
their charges. To ensurethe sfety of
our communities theFirst Judicial
Dristrict Court isin need of greater
pretrizl services staff and resources
inorder to conduct comprehenzive

tizsk assezsments of defendants and

to provide any supervision desmed
hecessary. &t bottom, thizizanizsue of
funding.

Chur Supreme Court recently clarified
that, when ruling on pretrial detention,
judges shall consider whether a
defendant posesathreat to the sfety
of otherzif released and whether any
releaze conditions will protect against
that threat. Some factors relevant
tothese considerations are the facts
and circumstances of the charges; the
defendant’s prior condudt, including
criminzl historyand history on release;
and available conditions, including
pretrizl supervision, GPS monitaring,
trezatrent and counseling services, et

Matthew E Jackson (D)

The breadth of my edutionand
experience qualifies me for this
position. Judges should be genemlists,
and since 2008, | have represented
both plaintiffs and defendants ina wide
wvatiety of courts and administrative
tribunals, with differing procedural
tules and substartive lsw. | have
reprezerted individuals, small and large
businesses, and government entities.
Finally | was bornand rmized in Mew
Mexico andarm farmilizr with the izzues
that face its people.

The specialy courts are generallhy well-
used - and obtain positive outcomes

- but they are not always at apacity. |
would endeavor to keep the programs
at full smpacity and toadvocate for
additional funding to increaze program
cmpacity. | would encourage mediation,
which iz a valuable and widely-uzed
tool. Arbitration iz approprizte for some
m@mses, but courts should not offload
their dutyto hear ez simply because
of docket pressure.

Staffing and funding for the problem-
solving courts should be increased so
that they can servemore people, As
to other staffing needs there should
bea count reporter at every hearing,
Reviewing anaudio recording is not
as efficient as reviewing atm@nscript.
Relying on recordings instead of
transcripts iz wltimat ely self-defeating
a5 @ cost-=mving measure because of
the additional time required to review
audio recordings.

The factors to be conzideredin
determining conditions of releasze or
pretrizl detention are those set forth

in Rule §-401, az recently construed

by our Supreme Court. Every azeis
different, but in each se the Court
must determing the least restrictive
conditions that reazonably ensure the
defendant’s appearance and the sfety
of others.



CANDIDATES FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE

State Representatives serve a two-year term. Their compensation is $183/day plus mileage per diem payment during the Legislative session.

The
League
asked:

1. What specific education
and experience qualify you
for this position?

2. What education policy
changes will you promote to
improve educationfacademic
achievementfgraduation
rates?

3. What changes should be
made to NM’s tax system?

4. How will you work to
reduce gun violence?

CANDIDATES FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE, DISTRICT 22

Merritt Hamllton Allen (R)

| harve 2 B in Economics from the
University of Motre Dame and served
a5 a reval officer for eight years. |
started the global PR firm, Vox O ptima,
inz2o0g. | served onthe East Mountain
High School governing council, and

am currentlya director for Adelante
Developmernt Center.

Manzage schoaol funding so teachers’
raizes dond hit individuzl schoaols
bottom line. Support K-3 investment,
including longer k-3 school years for
at-tisk schools. For graduation rmtes, we
hawe torespond to eatly indicators like
Fsandtruangyarmong freshmen, and
map curriculz to requiremnent s for trade
industry and higher educztion.

YWe have to stabilize our current tax
base first: broaden the base, including
internet sales, inorder to lower GRT
rates We cant keep punishing our
brick-and-mortar stores by giving
Armazon abetter taxrate, With that
reform in place, we must develop a
rod-ern tax system and dizestablizh
GHT.

M e Mexico’s gun laws are sensible

and enforceable. ‘We have to ensure
aur entire legal systemn - enforcement,
prosecution, defenseand judiciary - are
propetty staffed and resourced.

‘f --J..

Gregs Wm Schmedes (R)

My experience az a physician and
engineer has taught me how to listen
to people and solve problems. Asan
amdemicresearcher, | have learned
to make decizionz bazsed on evidence,
wihich | will doas a legislatar.

“We needto empower our teachers
and unleash the creative potentialin
our studentz. Common core should
beabolizhed in M ew Mexico, We
must place more value in education.
Teachers should be allowed to
collaborate more, have more favorable
student-to-teacher mtioz, and have
better pay.

Free market principles should lead

our local econormy not governmert
averregulation. Mew Mexico should
welcorme economic activity and treat
businesses fairly. | would reduce tax
rates and simplify the tax code allowing
businesses to creatermorejobs for Mew
Mexicans.

Az a physician, | will work hard to
address mental health issues in our
stateand treat the root cause of gun
violence. The root cauze of violence

in oursociety iz our loss of value for
hurnan life, lack of respect for authority,
and broken families.

CANDIDATES FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE, DISTRICT 41

Susan K. Herrera (D)

Served as Director of the Congressional
Hispanic Caucus, Founding Directar

of Horthern Mew Mexico College
Foundation andthelos Alamos
Mational Laboratory Foundation. This
wiork created endowments of over $00
rnillion while distrib-uting $50 million
to schools non-profits and student
scholarships in Marthern MM over a
twenty-year period.

| support increased funding for cradle-
to-college education in MM including
the First Born home visiting program,
high quality pre-K programs in all

elern entary schools, tutoring programs
forall struggling students K-12, dual
credit high schoolfcollege classes,

the lottery schalarship and college
programs that ready student s for 213
century jobs.

2088 of our annual budget iz subject to
gasand oil prices creating an unreliable
revenue baze. | would support
revamping the personal income tas the
gross receipts taxg and the corporate
income taxto create a stable funding
strearn to support needed services for
all Mew Mexicans.

['would support cormmon sense
gun legizlation including univer sl
background checks, banning assault
weapons and temporatily banning
weapons for individuals under
restraining orders,

Debble A Rodella (D)

Moresponse received.

Moresponse received.

Mo response received.

Mo response receied,

CANDIDATES FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE, DISTRICT 43

Christ Ine Chandler (D)

Twio-term Loz Alamos County
Councilar, past Chairand currently
Wice Chair; Legislative analyst for the
MM Senat e Judiciary Committes (four
sESSionE). Served on nUMEroUs Civic
boards, presently Wice Chair of the
Loz Alarmos First Born Board. Former
LAML attorney; Boston College and
Georgetown Law Schools; Smith
College, &.B. Econornics.

| support implermentation of early
childhood program s including Prek,
asthese programs have been shown
toimprove student achievement
graduation rmates. We should enhance
support for struggling schools and fully
fund our public schools. YWe should
support teacher mentoring prograrm s
and eliminate punitive and ineff ective
mezsures like PED's school grading
Program.

YWe should implement aninternet mles
tax, add & new incom e tax bradet for
high incorme earners, close loopholes
that allow out-of-state companies
avoid taxes and review the ryriad of
deductions and exern ptions with the
airn of establizhing fair tax policy and
stable revenue sources.

YWe should require universal
background checks onall gun
purchazezaszan important firs step
to strengthening our gun laews, We
alzoneed greater availability of and
funding for behavioral and mertal
health resources in schoolz and in
cornmunities across the state.

Petar T Sheshey (D)

Los Alamos County Councilar,
2013-present {elected 2012, re-elected
20168y NCRTD, MCHMEDD, MMAC
Boardz of Directors; Loz Alamoz
Flanningand Zoning Cornrnission
YWice Chairman, 2008-2012; “Centified
County Commizsioner™ and “Certified
Fublic Qfficial training, MM State
University; 20 yearsadvomcy for
progressive policies; LANL Scientist,
1086-2012; FhD Physics JCLA; USAF
WELEIRN.

| support: the amendment allowing
1% of the Permanert Fund to be
spent each year for early childhood
educztion, including pre-K educ-
tionzland hom e vizsiting prograrm s;
increazed funding for teacher and
educational staff mlaries less required
testing; innovations such as project-
baszed learning “comm unity schoals™
including healthozre, counseling, and
other services.

The exermption from GRT for

irternet salez should be eliminated,

all exernptions and deductions
re-evaluated, and GRET reformedto
minimize “pyramiding” in business
trahsmctions | do not favor increazing
GRT on most non-profit arganizations.
GRT reform must not be uzedasan
ex-cuse to cut funding for nesded
programs.

| support: background checks an all
sales of guns, with improved national
instant crirminzl background check
systern; firearms restrictions on
dormestic violence offenders; expanded
belavioral health programs (including
in-school health sre offices), focuzed
an ezrly treatrment of mental health
problemsthat lead toviolence.
Reduced poverty will reduce violence,

CANDIDATES FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE, DISTRICT 46
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Carl Trujlllo (D)

I*ve served as a citizen legizlatar

for three terms. My focus is an
representing the people, not on
personal ambition or partimnagends.
Iz zcientizt — | believe that truth
andfac s matter. 'malsoa sustainable
horne builder, avolunteer youth coach
andan animal welfare advomte.

| *ve always supported the
Constitutioral Amendment to support
more investimert in early childhood
educztion, which is key to giving our
kidsa strong star. And while money is
anly part of the answer, | have always
advomted to get more money into

the classroorm to treat our teachers as
professionzls.

Cneisthe“remote sellers™ tax bill,
which | sponsoredfpassed twice
ivetoed both times). [t would keep
anadditional go-ao million dollars in
Mewr Mexico, while helping to level
the playing field for M ew Mexico
businesses against the tax breaks given
tohumongous onling retailers like
ArMEZOmn.

e hawe common sense limits on

every other armendment in the Bill of
Rights — we need common sense limits
on firearms. Mo one needs to own an
azsult weapon. Stronger background
chediz and better mental health
services — most gun deaths are from
suicide or drug-related crime.

=N
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Andrea D Romero (D)

| zm = 17th generation Mew Mexican
with deep roots throughout northern
Mew Mexico, & graduate of Santa Fe
High School and Stanford University,

| studied econornic and community
developrent and have spent my caresr
in public zervice, entrepreneurship, and
advomcy, interrationally and in Mew
Mexica.

& strong education develops the
heceszry learning and skills our
children need to lead productive lives.

| supports increasing educators’ pay;
letting teachers teach rmther than focus
on testing, and increasing funding

for o-g programs so children enter
kindergarten ready to learn.

Chur ta systern is regressive, burdening
thozewho n least afford it. Ye

need to lower gross receipts taxes and
exermpt food and medicineg reform the
personal and corporat e income tax so
the rich pay rore of their fair share, and
hiold M ew Mexican families harmless
fram Trurmp’s tax scheme.

“We must keep guns out of the hands

of felonz, domesticabuzers, and other
dangerous people. | strongly support
clozing the background check loophole;
passing a gun violence restraining order
lzwrto help reduce mass shoatings and
swicides; and prohibit gun possession
by convicted dom estic abuzers.
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